Chef Michael Strautmanis: A Life Full of Passion and

Purpose

Chef Michael Strautmanis is a beloved figure in the
culinary world, celebrated for his heartfelt storytelling,
dedication to education, and remarkable journey. Born in
post-war Germany, his love for food began with a single
orange gifted on his fifth birthday—a moment that
shaped a lifetime of passion.

A gold medallist at the 1984 Culinary Olympics and an
esteemed judge at global competitions, Michael’s career
spans decades of excellence. As Secretary of the
Historical Committee of the World Association of Chef
Societies, he has become a mentor and advocate for
chefs worldwide.

From transforming culinary education at The Blue
Mountains Hotel Management School to inspiring young
chefs through his guidance, Michael’s legacy is one of
resilience, creativity, and a deep love for food. His life’s
work is a testament to his belief in the power of passion,

not just in cooking but in all aspects of life.
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